
Minutes of the meeting of the Ashby Woulds and Oakthorpe, Donisthorpe and Acresford Joint Burial Committee held at Oakthorpe Community Centre on Thursday 1 July 2021.




Present
Cllrs S McKendrick, L Ordish and P Thomas
356.1
   Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from D Warren and M Warren.
357.2
Appointment of Chairperson

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr L Ordish be elected to the chair and in the absence of any other nominations he was duly elected.

358.3
Appointment of Vice Chairperson

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr S McKendrick be elected vice chair and in the absence of any other nominations she was duly elected.

359.4
   Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 6 May 2021 were confirmed and signed.

360.5
   Matters Arising
348.3 The clerk had obtained a quote for a structural survey of the boundary wall £450 plus VAT.  It was suggested that the wall bordering the Memorial Gardens could be surveyed at the same time and the clerk would pursue this and liaise with the clerk to ODAPC.

The clerk reported that the 2021 AGAR had been completed without taking into account the exception report issued by the External Auditor in 2020.  The internal auditor had made no adverse comment and E Green had been updated on the action taken. 

351.6 No further correspondence had been received concerning the two complaints.

361.6
Confirmation of Chairman’s and Clerk’s Action

There was nothing to report.
362.7
Correspondence
The clerk had received a number of e mail requests for grave searches and these had all been dealt with.  There had also been a complaint about the length of grass in the cemetery but there was a scheduled cut the day after.
363.8
Maintenance of Close Churchyard St John’s Church


The clerk presented a paper outlining the legal position with closed churchyards and the Joint Burial Committee’s responsibilities.


It was agreed that the cost of maintaining the closed churchyard should fall with the Joint Burial Committee as the church serves both Ashby Woulds and Oakthorpe Donisthorpe and Acresford parishes, which is in line with the church parish boundary. This would be effective from 1 April 2021. 


It was noted that the maintenance contract for the churchyard had been extended to March 2022.  Members also requested the clerk obtain a copy of the Parochial Church Council’s insurance policy so responsibilities on liability could be clarified.
It was also agreed that the clerk meet with the Parochial Church Council to explain the changes and provide reassurances that the maintenance of the churchyard will not be affected.  There was a meeting scheduled for 8 July 2021 and the clerk would contact Rev Elphick to ask if she could attend.
364.9
Grounds Maintenance Contract

The clerk reported that the grounds maintenance contract for the cemetery was due to expire in March 2022 and had requested a quote for a three year extension.


The figures supplied were £7301 for 22/23, £7667 for 23/24 and £8050 for 24/25.  It was agreed that because of the high standard of maintenance and the District Council’s experience in maintaining cemeteries the contract would be extended to 31 March 2025.

365.10
Recruitment of Clerk

The job description for the Burial Clerk’s position was approved and recruitment would commence.
366.11
Schedule of Income

The schedule of income was noted and the grants of right for sale of burial plots were signed. 
367.12
Approval of Payments


The schedule of payments was noted.

The clerk requested that the mandate for payments be increased from £2000 to £2500 as the maintenance contract payment now exceeded the lower limit.  This was agreed and the new mandate signed.
368.13
Income and Expenditure – Quarter 1 Summary

There were no comments concerning the quarter 1 summary which was duly approved.

369.14
 Inspection of Cemetery
There were a number of bottles around the cemetery and this would be referred to the maintenance contractors for their next visit.

The committee were informed that water was being taken from the cemetery supply to use for planters in the vicinity.

370.15
Any Other Business



There was nothing to report
371.16 
Date of Next Meeting

 
Thursday 6 January 2022 at 7.00pm at the Moira office.
The meeting closed at 19.55pm


