
Minutes of a meeting of the Ashby Woulds and Oakthorpe, Donisthorpe and Acresford Joint Burial Committee held by remote access on Thursday 6 May 2021
Present

Cllr L Ordish (in the Chair)

Cllrs J Antill, S McKendrick,

P Thomas, D Warren and M Warren.

346.1
Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs N Antill Holmes, E Shephard and T Temple.
347.2
Minutes

The minutes of the meetings held on Thursday 7 January and 11 March 2021 were confirmed and would be signed when circumstances permitted.

348.3
Matters Arising

7 January 2021
333.3
The inspection of memorials had been completed and a full report together with images of all memorials had been received. Several headstones had been straightened, 8 had been laid down manually and one had laid down by gantry crane.

The annual funding had been received from Oakthorpe and Donisthorpe Parish Council.

336.6
The clerk reminded members that future meetings would be held face to face.  The next meeting would be held at Oakthorpe Community Centre.

341.11 The clerk had been unable to find a structural surveyor to assess the condition of the boundary wall.  Three online requests and a call to Fisher German had not been responded to.  The clerk would continue to find someone able to carry out the inspection.
11 March 2021

345.2  The clerk reported that the document had been sent detailing the events leading to the auditor’s exception report.  The view was that everything had been done correctly and complied with the financial guidance.  It was all down to a matter of interpretation and it was hoped that the matter would be progressed once the 2021 AGAR was reviewed.
349.4
Confirmation of Chairman’s and Clerk’s Action
The clerk reported that following consultation the finance system ‘Scribe’ had been purchased to record the burial committees accounts.  This had been obtained at a reduced price £173.00 as it was possible to add to the Oakthorpe, Donisthorpe and Acresford system rather than purchase an independent version.
It was reported that the clerk had given notice of termination of employment effective from 31 March 2022.  This would enable the burial committee to have time to appoint and allow training and handover.  It was requested that this item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
350.5
Final Accounts 2020-2021
The clerk presented the final accounts to the committee and explained some of the summary figures. The year-end balance of £31047 would be carried over to fund future major repair and maintenance works in the cemetery.  The clerk also indicated that in accordance with the Joint Arrangements the accounts had been submitted for Internal Audit and all figures had been included in the annual return of the host authority, Oakthorpe Donisthorpe and Acresford Parish Council. 

The accounts for the year ending 31 March 2021 were recommended for acceptance to both Parish Councils.
351.6 Correspondence
The clerk reported that she had received a number or requests to carry out searches in the cemetery.  Arrangements had been made to meet one family.
A complaint had been received concerning a recent interment.  The clerk had obtained advice from the Diocesan Registrar and communicated this to the family.  Any further correspondence on this matter would be reported at the next meeting of the burial committee.
A complaint had been received concerning the removal of handmade Christmas wreaths from graves by the maintenance contractors.  This is normal practice prior to Easter and Mother’s Day.  The complainant had been asked to submit a claim for any materials lost.  At the time of the meeting no claim had been received.

351.7
Interments, Memorials and Signing and Sealing of Grant of Rights
Ref

Plot

996

6016

Memorial for Henry Marshall


997

19E/F*
Interment of ashes of Janet Pass


998

20E/F*
Reserve ashes plot for Peter Buckley


999

6043*

Reserve grave for Ian Cotton


1000

4756

Interment of Gary Smith


1001

3674

Interment of ashes of Irene Tivey


1002

6027

Memorial for Joan Robson


1003

26A 

Interment of ashes of Glenda Tunks


1004

4706

Interment of Christopher Pardon


1005

20E/F

Memorial for Peter Buckley


1006

20E/F

Interment of ashes of Peter Buckley


1007

3674

Memorial for Irene Tivey


1008

4663

Interment of ashes of Ronald Wykes


1009

21E/F*
Interment of ashes of Jennifer Durham
There are Grants of Right to sign for the items marked * and these will be dealt with when permissible.
Thed clerk reported that the insurance payment was due and a quote would be obtained from BHIB as a comparison

352.8
Approval of Payments
Both schedules of payment were approved and would be signed when permissible.  

The clerk reported that the payment limit at the bank needed increasing and this would be reported to the next meeting when the document could be signed.

353.9 Inspection of Cemetery

It was reported that everything appeared fine in the cemetery.

354.10 Any Other Business
The clerk reported that an issue had arisen concerning the maintenance at St John’s Church cemetery.  The problem was a case of financial and contract responsibility. It was agreed that the clerk would report back to the next meeting and in the meantime check the position with the Burial Committee insurers.
355.11 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be at 7.00pm on 1 July 2021 at Oakthorpe Community and Leisure Centre.
The meeting closed at 7.55pm


