
Minutes of a meeting of the Ashby Woulds and Oakthorpe, Donisthorpe and Acresford Joint Burial Committee held by remote access on Thursday 1 October 2020



Present
L Ordish (in the Chair)

S McKendrick, E Shepherd, P Thomas,
D Warren and M Warren.
318.1
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from N Antill-Holmes and T Temple.
319.2
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 4 July 2019 were confirmed and will be signed when circumstances permit.

320.3
Matters Arising

311.6 The clerk reported that the inspection of memorials was progressing and most of the grounds maintenance team were now back at work.  A question had been raised by the contractors concerning any headstones that were considered to be in a dangerous condition and required immediate action.  Normally these would be secured with a stake and band however it had been suggested that these could be partially buried to make them safe.  It was agreed that this could be done in principle but before and after pictures be taken and sent to members to confirm the action acceptable.  
316.11 A reduction in the quarterly charges of £1487 had been made by the District Council to reflect reduced maintenance frequencies during the period of government restrictions.
321.4
    Confirmation of Chairman’s and Clerk’s Action

There was nothing to report.

322.5
Estimates 2021-2022
The clerk reported that the estimates had been prepared having regard to previous outturn, increases/decreases in costs and the current level of reserves.  It was suggested that reserves are of a sufficient level to fund major works in the cemetery and the net funding be reduced accordingly to meet ongoing commitments.  This was agreed and net funding total of £9670 approved accordingly.
323.6
Cemetery Risk Assessment

It was noted there was nothing of high risk identified in the assessment.  Memorials inspections were highlighted as medium risk and it was noted that this work was currently being carried out and a full report would be submitted to the committee.


It was agreed that the document would be referred back to members should circumstances change.
324.7
Correspondence

There was nothing to report.
325.8
Interments, Memorials and Signing and Sealing of Grant of Rights
Ref

Plot

985

3506
Memorial for Jesse Dolman

986

6041*
Interment of ashes of Marie Lemaire

987

6042*
Interment of Eric Willday

The grants of right for the items marked * would be signed when permissible.
326.9
Approval of Payments

There were no comments concerning the schedule of payments which was duly approved by the Chairman.
327.10
Income and Expenditure – Quarter 2 Summary


It was noted that the funding payment had not been made by Oakthorpe Donisthorpe and Acresford Parish Council.  The clerk would request this be made by the next meeting. There were no further comments made and the schedule was approved.
328.11
Inspection of Cemetery
· A report had been received that the tap at the bottom end of the cemetery was broken from its mount and the wooden surrounds to both areas had deteriorated.  The clerk would arrange for the necessary repairs.
· It was reported that the grass needed cutting however the clerk understood this has been done on the day prior to the meeting.

· It was noted that some shrubs were overhanging the footpaths.  The clerk would ask the contractors to check and cut back accordingly.

329.12
Any Other Business


There was a discussion concerning the notice boards in the cemetery and the potential for relocating them in other areas of the parish.  One is branded ‘Donisthorpe Cemetery’, is rarely used but does display permanent messages concerning dog walking and potential dangers from memorials. There are another two located against the perimeter wall.  This issue would be revisited to see if any notice boards could be relocated.

It was requested that the thanks of the committee be recorded and passed to the clerk for the work that had been done to ensure the Councils met the requirements of the annual audit.

A question was raised concerning the location of the next meeting and it was indicated that virtual meetings would continue until national advice indicated otherwise.
330.13
Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 7 January 2021at the Council Offices, Moira.
The meeting closed at 7.35pm


